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The IxTELLECTUAIL. HarMoNY 
Clearly exhibited; 


Know THY SELF. 


Being an ALARM to Deiſts, Prieſts, and 
People, and a Trial of SpiR1ts ; demon- 
ſtrating clearly the Proof of the TRINITY 


to be. in every Man : 
AND ALSO 


What the Sin and Blaſphemy againſt the Hol v 
G Hos 7 is, and 5 whom committed in this 
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LIKEWISE 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


RE A DER, | 
HE reaſon of my publiſhing this 


ry Small treatiſe is upon the account of 
be wickedneſs of the people of theſe 
times, who entertain vile and falſe 
notions and ſtrange opinions concerning reli- 
gion; telling us it is all mere prieſicraft, a 


FT. 


farce, and a joke, idle fluff, and the like : and 
fo they crow over the witneſs of God, the mo- 


nitor in their own conſciences; hike natural 
brute beaſts, foaming out their own ſhame, be- 
holding nothing but with external eyes; having 
their thoughts ſet upon outward objects, the 


 buſk and ſbell of things, neglecting the inter- 


nal reprover, the kernel, marrow, and quin- 


teſſence of real religion, the Spirit of God, 
which is the way to life; for which cauſe I 
bere preſent the world with this little tract; 
altho but ſmall, if well applied, it may prove 
more profitable than a larger; telling us all 
the intellectual faculties, which may be under- 
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P R E F A C E. 


| flood, to know thy ſelf; which, indeed, is but 


every man's reaſonable duty, which I have here 
penn'd down, and put in a clear light, for the 
benefit of all well-diſpoſed perſons : whereby 
they may try their faith, and learn to know 
what ſpirit they are of, and which in them 
bears the predominance, truth or falſhood. As 
for my own part, I have no finiſter views iu 
this publication, but the public good, demon- 


ſtrating the proof and truth of the Trinity ap- 


fearing in every man, which truly may be 
reckoned a trial of ſpirits, and worthy our no- 


tice: and beſides this, it farther ſets forth 


what the fin and blaſphemy committed againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt is; which, when people are con- 
winced of, they may be the better able to avoid. 


Therefore I thought it incumbent on me, to re- 


commend it to the ſerious peruſal of all pious 
and well-diſpoſed per ſons of affluence, that as they, 
on reading, ſhall diſcern and feel its uſefulneſs, 
they might diſperſe them to a lower claſs of 
people, fo as to render this my labour of love, 
under God, a means to work a change in their 
minds, and to ſpread his bleſſed faith and truth 
on the earth, in order to increaſe the number 


of his children. This is my hearty defire and 


fervent prayer to God for all mankind, 
* UC 38 
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Know THY SELF. 


Were OR to know one's-ſelf is one of 
tbe greateſt attainments in this 


knowledge is the point in que- 
= tion, and worthy the ſerious in- 
ſpection of every individual. 

No in order to this I looked into my- 
ſelf, and enquired into all my intellectual 
faculties, and find many of different kinds 
and various diſpoſitions lodging within me, 
purſuant to the word of God, who ſaid, The 
imaginations of mens hearts are continually 
evil, and above all things deſperately wicked; 


2b man knoweth 8 


This, to be ſure, put me upon a ſearch, 


and I faid, What can be the meaning of this? 
of which, upon a careful ſurvey of myſelf 


ahd others, I ſoon diſcovered the cauſe; to 


wit, There were two principles ſeated in my 
heart, one tending to vice, and the other to 


virtue. Then I ſaid, Why are theſe things 


10? Why was evil ſeated there, to put poor 


mortals under ſuch dilemma's? Then the 
B anſwer 


121 | 
anſwer retorted again, and faid, Man con- 
tracted vice in his fall, but in his reſtoration 
virtue. Then I confidered, God for a pur- 
poſe of his own glory permitted it to be ſo; 
to prove his people in a probationary ſtate, 
to try their conſtancy and fidelity to him. 
Then I faid, Shall a man contend with 
his God? Shall the veſfel formed fay to its 
maker, Why haſt thou made me thus ? Hath 
not the potter power over his clay, to faſhion 
and ſhape it as he thinks proper? Or ſhall a 
ſon fay to his father, Why was I begotten ? 
No, no ſuch cavilling will do; no reaſon can 
exempt us from his will, Therefore, ſeeing 
we are made, it behoves us, as God's chil- 
dren, to ſubmit to him, and to examine in- 
I to all our intellectual faculties, and to tr 
whether there be a poſſibility to find them 
= out; of which, by his permiſſion, I am 
' ſtrongly of opinion there is a poſſibility. 
| And firſt, as to the faculties of the body, 
I can diſcover no more than three, without 
any one of which the body cannot exiſt. 
| As, firſt, It requires ſuſtenance, without 
=_ | which it cannot continue: 2dly, It calls for 
propagation, without which the world would 
foon be depopulated : and, 3dly, It requires 
| reſt, without which it would ſoon expire. 
| Theſe are all the faculties, that I know of, 
belonging to the body. And next, as to the 
foul, I can comprehend no more than three ; 
4 as, firſt, perception, which includes all 5 
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five ſenſes; 2dly, A will to perform the idea 


perceived; and, 3dly, The power of acting 
what is conceived. And what are all theſe 
fix faculties of both body and ſoul, but what 
are common to every animal brute? A lion, 


an eagle, and a whale; fiſhes, birds, and 


beaſts, have all theſe faculties as well as man. 
Pray then, what do you think makes the dif- 
ference? I anſwer, The two principles, as 
above ſpoken to. Brutes have neither one 
nor the other of theſe two diſpoſitions or 
ſeeds in them. They have no notion at all 
of vice or virtue, of heaven or hell, rewards 
or puniſhment after death. Therefore I ſhall 
now treat on the faculties of thoſe two ſeeds, 
one of which makes a man much ſuperior 
to the animal brutes, whilſt the other ren- 
ders him in a far worſe ſituation and condi- 
tion, You have the word of God for it; 
therefore it is not my private opinion. 

And the Lord God ſaid unto the ſerpent, 
Becauſe thou haft beguiled the woman, curſed 
art thou: and I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy ſeed and her 


feed; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt 


bruiſe his heel, Here are the two ſeeds that 


poſſeſs the hearts of all the human race all 


over the world: and if it were not ſo, Chr:/# 
Yeſus had not ſaid, Out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, thefts, murther, adultery, for- 
nication, perjury, blaſphemy, and all manner 
of wickedneſs : while on the other hand he 

32 ſays, 
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ſays, That a goed man out of the good trea- 
fure of his heart bringeth forth that which is 
good, Believe then the word of God and of 
: his Chriſt; for certainly the heart is the ſeat 
where theſe two ſceds refide, and they are 
| what furniſhes the mind with all its ideas and 
' thoughts, whether they be good, or whether 
they be evil: and this evil ſeed 1s what faint 
Paul calls the prince of the power of the air, 
the ſpirit that now worketh in the hearts of 
| the children of diſobedience. And although a 
| man is thus fituated, yet nevertheleſs his 
mind 1s free; when good and evil are pre- 
ſented to him, he can countenance which he 
| will; chuſe or refuſe, which ſpirit he likes 
beſt to govern his actions by. 
= Hence I compare theſe two ſeeds to two 
ſuitors making love to a beautiful lady. One 
| ſays, Let me be our favourite, my dear, 
and you ſhall fare ſumptuouſly every day: I 
will cloathe you with coitly apparel, purple, 
and fine linen; and we will coach it to balls, 
1 ö plays, maſquerades, muſick, and all other 
Aaiverſions and pleaſures this world can af- 
ford. While he other ſays, Don't believe 
him; he is a deceiver and a liar from the 
beginning: therefore come with me, my 
love, my dove, and undefiled, and I will 
cloathe you with white robes, the righteouſneſs, 
of ſaints ; and then we will go up together to 
the mountain of the Lerd, to the houſe of the 
(rad of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
as, 
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ways, and ve will walk in his paths; and my 
banner over thee ſhall be love. Thus you ſee 
how free-agency is tamper'd with: and as 
the ſoul cannot be idle, ſo conſequently ſhe 
embraces that offer which ſhe affects moſt : 
and as theſe two ſeeds are of a growing na- 
ture, and are received and countenanced in 
the mind, ſo they increaſe and grow more 
and more in us, until they come to the full- 


neſs and ſtature of good and evil; and then 


the tree is known by its fruit. Love, joy, 
peace, meekneſs, goodneſs, temperance, pa- 
tience, brotherly kindneſs, and charity a- 
bounds in one: while the other produceth 
thefts, murders, adulteries, fornication, per- 
jury, drunkenneſs and blaſphemies, and eve- 
ry thing that is evil. And what man among 
vs dare ſay that theſe two ſorts of fruits pro- 
ceed from the ſame root? Is it not viſible 
that every feed produceth its own original 
likeneſs, whether of vegetables or plants? 
And wiſe Solomon tells us, Wiſdom is à tree 
of life to all them who lay hold on her: ſo 
then folly being the oppoſite, conſequently 
1s a tree of death to all them who lay hold 
on her. From whence I conclude, the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, and the 
tree of life, grow ever ſince in the hearts of 
all people living. If fo then, as certainly I 
believe they do, who can be ſo daringly bold 
as to aſſert, that the minds of men have got 
but one inſtructor? Moſes, that great pro- 

| | phet, 
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phet, told the people, I ef: before you this 
day good and evil, chuſe you which ye will. 
And a greater than Moſes tells us, His ſheep 
hear his voice, and know him; and will fol. 
low him; but the voice of a ſtranger they will 
not follow. I aſk now, Who is this ſtranger? 
Is he not a thief and a robber, and comes 
on purpoſe to kill, and to ſteal away our af- 
fections from God? He did ſo with our firſt 
parents, and reaſoned them out of their ori- 
ginal righteouſneſs into diſobedience to God's 
command. And can any one think he has 
alter'd ſince? No. ſurely, as he was then, fo 

is he now; leopard-like, who cannot change 
his ſpots, and the Ethiopian, who cannot change 
his ſkin; ſo he who is accuſtomed to do evil 
cannot do good: And this is the ffrong man 
armed, who keepeth poſſeſſion of the palace of 
man's heart, until a ſtronger than he comes, 
and taketh from him his armour wherein he 
truſted, and bindeth him, and caſts him out. 
From whence I conclude, theſe two ſtrong 
men, theſe two voices, theſe two ſeeds, and 
theſe two trees or principles, mean no more, 
nor no leſs, than the Spirit of God, and the 
infernal ſpirit of the Devil, ſeated, in the 
hearts and minds of the people. Neither is 
this my ſingle opinion only; but all the pa- 
triarchs, prophets, and holy inſpired pen- 
men, Chr:/t himſelf, and his apoſtles, ſup- 
ported this doctrine, and moſt of them ſeal'd 
it with their blood. = 
Further- 


171 | 
Furthermore, Let us obſerve the admira- 

ble Locke, in his Eſſay on human underftand- 

ing, Book II. Ch. ii. Sect. 2. The mind, 

« ſays he, can neither make nor deftroy one 
« idea or thought.“ I ſay ſo too. I aſk then | 
from whence do the ideas ſpring, from = 
| whence do they flow, ſeeing we have fuch 

a plentiful ſtock of them? I anfwer, Not 

from the clouds, nor yet from the elements; 

neither from old experience; becauſe no one 

can tell me what I ſhall think on to-morrow, 

no nor an hour hence. Therefore the origi- 

nal of all our ideas and thoughts ariſeth from 

theſe two ſeeds ſown in the hearts of all 

men and women; one inticing the mind to 

break God's commandments, whilſt the other 

charges us to the contrary. | | 

As for experience, it is nothing more than. 

a faculty of the mind, the looking back at 

our paſt life and converfation, retained in our 

mind, and brought afreſh into our thoughts 

by the great remembrancer the Spirit of truth, 

who ſhews us all that ever we did: 1s not 

this the Cbriſt? John iv. 29. And this is the 

only criterion that ſtands the teſt and proof 

of the truth and falſenefs, goodneſs or bad- 
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ficſt of all others, becauſe it perceives intet= 
nal things as well as external. © 

Perhaps you will ſay, Ideas and thoughts 
proceed from the five ſenſes. To this I an- 
ſwer, No; becauſe they alſo belong to the 
ſoul. Suppoſe a man to be in a ſound ſleep, 
what uſe of the ſenſes has he then? I an- 
ſwer, None. This is ſelf-evident to every 
man that has ever been overtaken in liquor; 
and ĩs further diſcoverable in grown perſons 
ſubject to apoplexy or falling ſickneſs, or in 
men that are knock d down, who after a 
while recover, and ſo come "again to their 
ſenſes. Therefore ſenſation and reflection 
belong to the faculties of the ſoul, and are 
not capable either to make or marr one idea 
or thought. 3 

But to illuſtrate this further: The ſenſes 
are the very ſoul of a man, and are capable 
N. Pleaſure and pain in this life, and alſo in 

at life which is to come. Let us remem- 


ber the ſoul of the rich man: in hell he lift 


up his eyes, and feeling torment, ſeeth La- 
zarus afar off in. Abraham's boſom. Here 
the body returned to its original duſt, while 
the ſoul retained all its ſenſible faculties in 
pain and miſery. - 

Hence I muſt obſerve, and it is worthy 
the ſerious attention of every one, That the 
ſoul, being ſpirit, perceives internal objects, 
as well as external objects: elſe our Saviour 


had not faid, The dead ſhall hear the voice 4 
th 


Fi. 


the Son of God, and they that bear ſhall live; 

i. e. Thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and fog 
often hear his voice inwardly checking and 
convincing them for vile words and actions; 
and it makes many cry out and ſay, God 
forgive me, I have faid or I have done amiſs; 
Therefore people are much to blame in this 
goſpel day and diſpenſation, who do not 
turn their minds inward, and not be like the 
Fewos of old, who always obſerved nothing 
but outward objects and ceremonies, which 
in that diſpenſation was their reaſonable du- 
ty. But as the Goſpel of Chriſt lay hid in 
the Law, we are to obſerve it in all reſpects 
internally and ſpiritually; as it is faid, He 
that bath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
faith; and, My 2 ech they hear my once, and 
do Enco mne, and & 2 fallow me, but the voice 
of the firanger ou will not follow. And 
Paul exhortin! g the Athenians preſſeth thes 
to ſeek the Lord, if happily they might feel 
lim and find - Dim; and Ni adds, He ts 
not far from every one of us, for in bim we 
live, and move, and have our Hang; Acts xvii. 
28. And then in : another place -he faith, Ir 
7s zmpoſſible for them who were once enligbe- 
ened, and have tafied cf the bea ven gift, and 
ere made purtakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have taſted of the geod ward of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, if they fall aWay, 
to renew them again unto repentance, Heb. vi. 
45 5. And Jeſus ſaid, I am the reſirrection 
E | an 
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and the life : he that beheveth in me, choagh 


he were ad, yet ſhall he live, John xi. 25. 
From all which ſentences it is to be obſerved, 
the foul of man is full of perception and 
quick-ſighted, can hear, ſee, feel, ſmell, and 
taſte; and no wonder, becauſe it is illumi- 
nated by the light of Chr:i/t, and perceives 
internally, as perfectly as the body can ex- 

ternally, all things, whether good or evil. 
Having briefly diſcovered, ſeparately, the 
faculties of the body and ſoul, as alſo the 
faculties of the good and evil ſceds ſeated in 
the hearts of men, my next buſineſs ſhall be 
ro demonſtrate that none of theſe, different 
faculties did ever contradict, jangle, or claſh 
againſt any one thing of the ſameneſs with 
itſelf: as, for inſtance, the faculties of the 
mind never contradict Cn or refle&ion ; 
neither does perception, contradict the will or 
power of acting; neither does reſt or ſuſte- 
nance eontradict prolification ; neither does 
prolification contradict reſt or ſuſtenance ; nor 
does pride contradict revenge, nor revenge 
deception; neither does illumination contra- 
dict juſtification or ſanctification: yet never- 
theleſs ſomething in us contradicts, ſome- 
thing does reprove us, when we act or ſpeak 
wickedly. Pray what, do you think it is? 
E anſwer, The Holy Spirit, the grace of God 
in us; which is of ſo holy and divine a dif- 
poſition, that it never conſents to any thing 
that is evil that we do, but privately 
convicts: 


5 
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Convicts us in our conſciences-for it. There- 
fore let none plead ignorance, and ſay they 


don't know the Spirit of God in themſelves; 
for it is that, and nothing elſe, which always 
reproves us for evil doings: therefore it is 
the only criterion whereby we are to judge 
between what is good, and what is evil. 

But as for that great idol of the Britiſb 


tongue, which robs God of his honour, and 


gives it to human reaſon, which in itſelf is 
no more than a faculty of the mind, which 
I before hinted at; I aſk the whole Br:tifh 
dominions, in a word, Whether human rea- 


ſon be infallible ? I aſk again, Whether hu- 


man underſtanding, human judgment, or 
common ſenſe be infallible? Doubtleſs you 
will anſwer, No. Pray then, why ſhould the 
word reaſon be cried up to be the only cri- 
terion to judge between right and wrong ? 


Sceing it is not infallible, for my part I can 


ſce no room at all for it: becauſe reaſon, un- 
deritanding, judgment, and common ſenſe, 
all imply but one and the ſame, and are no 
more nor no leſs than a faculty of the ſoul, 
comprehended -in one word, perception; for 


by my reaſon I perceive, and by 
_ ſtanding I perceive, and by my_ judgment 1 


my under- 


perceive, and by my common ſenſe I per- 
ceive. I aſk, What do we perceive? I an- 
ſwer, Rays of truth, rays of ſound judg- 
ment, rays of light from the infallible Spirit 
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of God placed in our hearts and conſcience : 


and 
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and perc eption quickly ſees its illumination, 


and males a right and proper uſe of it; and | 


this is called found. judgment, right reaſon; 
good unde: Aandin's, und good n Then 
why ſo much boaſting, why ſo much pother, 
and ſtir, and Tying about human reaſon; 

when at the ſaws time it is nothing but an 
7o:is ſatms, and ſübject to err, until it be 
enliglitened by the infallible Spirit of God? 
Daily experience thews us, that men are as 
often out in their judgment, reaſon, and un- 


derſtanding, as they are in; becauſe it is 


darkened by the ſpirit of error, which lodges 
in their breaſt: their lives and converſation 
give the lie to the Chriſtian religion. Pray 


then, what is ſuch people's reaſon good for, 


but to darken counſel without knowledge? 
A vaſt number of profeſſed Chriſtians, 
beſides Deiſts, hold this doctrine, That rea- 
fon is the only criterion and touch-ſtone to 
try the truth or falſhood of any propoſition: 


If this be truth, then they who believe it 


render the Scriptures fabulous, and make 


Jeſuss Chri/t and all his apoſtles liars, They 


taught, that our bodies are the temples 


of the L Hoy Ghoſt ; and that, zwnleſs Chriſt Fe- 


fus be in us, Wwe are reprobater; and , any 
mam have not the Spirit 4 Chrijt dwelling” in 
him, be i 1s none of big. Nay . 1h it is aſ- 


ſerted, that 7he Spirit ſcarcheth all things, yea 


1e deep things of God, I Cor. xiv. 10. Why 


then ſhould that honour W hich 1 is. due to the 
Spirit 
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Spirit of God be given to human reaſon ? 
For certain I am, human reaſon can go no 
further than human things; becauſe the 
natural minded man perceiveth not the things 
of God, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned. Therefore, O 
man, thou canſt not know thy ſelf, until 
firſt thou comeſt to know thy God; for it is 
he who ſearches the hearts and trieth the 
rcins of all people, and ſhews unto them 
their thoughts, and bringeth all things to 
their remembrance : which if human reaſon 
can do, we will give it the honour ; but un- 
til then, as it borrows all its light and all its 
graces from the Spirit of God, the giver of 
all good gifts, let us praiſe the giver more 
than the gift received: for although there 
be a ſpirit in man, yet it is the inſpiration of 
God that giveth it on underſianding. There- 
fore not unto human reaſon, which is falli- 
ble, be the praiſe; but unto the infallible 
Spirit, which teacheth it, be all the praiſe, 
the glory, honour, and high renown, - NOW 
and for evermore, Amen. 


Concerni 2 the Tryal of Spirits. 


HE ſon of perdition, that man of fin, . 
who oppoſeth and exalts himſelf above 


all that 1s called God, and ſitteth in the tem- 


ple of God, which is mens hearts, is that 
infernal ſpirit that ruleth in all the hearts of 
the 


„ + 
the children of diſobedience ; and it is fact! 
who deny that Chri/ is come in the fleſh, 
and are called by ſaint John, ANTICHRIST. 
But our bleſſed Lord has left us on record 
better doctrine in theſe words: I toll nt 
leave you comportleſs : I will pray the Father, 
and be ſhall fend you another comforter, the 
Spirit of truth, that he may abide with you 
for euer: and be ſhall teach you, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I 
kae ſaid unto you. My peace I leave with 
you, my peace 1 give unto you, Let not your 
Hearts be troubled, neither be afraid; jor I 
am the vine, and ye are the branches. He 
that atndeth in me, and I in him, the ſame 


bringeth Forth much fruit: for without me ye 


can do nothing. Hereby ſhall ye know then. 
Who have the Spirit of God: Bury one Wh 
confaſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh 


7s of God, and they who deny this are not of 


God, but of Antichriſt ; whereof ye have heard 
that he ſhould come, and even now he is already 


come. But ye are of God, little children, and 


have overcome them: becauſe greater is be 
that is in you, than be that is in the world, 
Tf a man love me, he will keep my command- 
ments; and my Father and I will love him, and 
we "will ome and make our abode with him : 
and in that day ye ſhall know that J am in my 
Father, and you-in me, and I in you. Hereby 
know we that ke abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he bath given us. And in this the 
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children of God are manifeſt, and the: children 
of the devil: be that commiitetib in is e, the 


devil, but he that is horn gf Gol finneth not, 
becauſe his ſeed remaineth in him, and be can- 
not fin, Now. you that bear: this, examine 
yourſelves whether you be in the faith, and. 
try your own. ſelves :. Know ye not, that: c 
cept Jeſus Cbriſt be in you, ye are reprobates? 2 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. Therefore he that denies this 
doctrine, preferring his own human reaſon 
before it, is an oppoſer of God, and falleth 
under that dreadful ſentence, F any man love 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let 3 4e ne. 
ma maranatha, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

But the great miſchief and e is, 
the people are poſſeſſed with a good and an 
evil ſpirit, and they know it not. They be- 
lieve there is a God in heaven, and a Devil 
in hell; but they imagine they are at ſuch 
a diſtance, that they do not mind them: 
when at the ſame time they are both in them, 
and are the two ſprings from whence ariſe 
all the diſpoſitions of their minds, ſome to 
do good, and others to do evil. Can any 
man perſuade. me, that that perception of 
the ſoul which moves me to play the harlot, 
rob, murder, and thieve, is the ſelf-ſame 
difpoſition that inclines me to gs and 
amendment of life? No ſurely. - 

But the Deiſts alledge, God has given ants: 
reaſon, and that that reaſon is ſufficient to 
govern all their actions. To this I aſk, What 
principle 


[16] 
principle is it in them that illuminates their 
| - reaſon, and what principle is it in them that 
fit darkgns it? Or what principle is it in them 
| that diſpoſes their minds to perceive evil, and 

take a liking to practiſe it more than to do 
good ? 

Locke, their oreat chainpion, ſays, © The 

| © mind can neither make nor deſtroy one 
n <« idea or thought. If fo, then I aſk, Can 
reaſon do it? No. From whence then go: --1 
they ſpring, ſeeing we have ſuch a plentiful 7 
ſtore of ideas and thoughts? I anſwer, From i 
the good and evil ſeeds in us, which lodge in 
our breaſts, and not reaſon; and it is they * 
that furniſh us with all our ideas and thoughts, 
whether good or evil; therefore the Spirit 
of God in man, and not human reaſon, 
Which is liable to err, is the touch-ſtone or 
criterion to try between things right ang 
wrong. But if men go on in ſuch wicked 
courſes of life, as that they have no remorſe | 
for fin, and can feel no conviction in their 
conlciences for vile words and actions, where 
is their reaſon then? God has withdrawn his 
Spirit from them, and has given them up 
to a reprobate mind; their houſes are left 
deſolate; having not the Spirit, they are 
earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, and are in a 
far worſe ſituation than the brute beaſts. And 
there is no way whereby we ſhall firſt come i 
to know God, but by reproof, ſecretly con- 
vincing our minds for words and actions that 
are 
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nere evil. Therefore our buſineſs is to turn at 
heit WY ihe reproof of conviction, which is to deny 
that BW felf, and is the only way to pleaſe God, and 
hem . io purchaſe his eternal favour. 
and Prom what has been ſaid, I compare the 
odo / heart of man to an organ having two per- 
| formers, one blowing the bellows of envy 
The | and ftrife, and playing all manner of diabo- 
one lccal tunes on it, whilſt the other blows up 
Can PE anthems of love, joy, and peace, making 
ndo melody in his heart to the Lord. 
tiful Again, I liken the heart of man to a gar- 
rom den which has in it two occupiers, one ſow- 
ge in ing good ſeeds and wholſome plante, hilft 
they the other ſows ſeeds of malice and ſedition. 
hts, 9 Again, I compare the heart of man to a 
pirit fpacious field, wherein are found two ſprings, 
ton, WR one yielding ſweet water, and the other bit- 
e % ter; from whence glide two ſtreams, which 
and ſupply the mind with all its ideas and 
cked thoughts good and bad: fo conſequently is 
worſe ftxed there that excellent faculty perception, 
their: which includes all the fenſes of both body 
here and foul. For as the outward ear can hear 
n his external ſounds, ſo the ſoul can hear inter- 
1 up 8 nal founds ; becauſe the Spirit is guick and 
left powerful, and ſharper than any twwo-edged 
are feword, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and 
ina intents of the heart. And as men may whiſ- 
And per ſoftly in my ear, ſo the good and evil 
ome ſpirits in me whiſper to my ſoul, one prefling 
con- me to pride, covetouſneſs, and deception, 
that 2 „ e 
are Sl 
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while the other incites me to juſtice, mercy, 
and truth. But this of itſelf ſignifies but lit- 
tle, becauſe perception without the will can 
do nothing: and although there be both the 
will and perception, yet without the power 


of action they are of little ſervice, There- 


fore theſe three are one. 

But again: What man among us can of 
his own accord repent, without his mind 
firſt perceives the neceſſity there is for it? 
And even after that he cannot repent with- 


out a will : and who can incline the will but 


the Spirit of God, that gives him the power 
of action: 

Hence we may obſerve twelve diſpoſitions 
or faculties center'd in man, to wit, juſtice, 


mercy, and truth; pride, deception, and co- 
vetouſneſs; propagation, ſuſtenance, and re- 


poſe; perception, the will, and the power 


of action. By which obſervations man may 
learn to know himſelf; perception eyeing 
juſtice, the will inclining to mercy, and the 


power of action to obedience. So again on 
the oppoſite ſide, perception eyes pride, and 
likes it; the will inclines to deception, and 
proves unmerciful ; and the power of action 
fo covetous practices, So the body is but a 


| huſk or ſhell that retains theſe faculties : but 


the ſoul, being free, chuſes or refuſes whom 
the likes to obey. And thus quick-ſighted 


perception includes all the ſenſes of both 
foul and body, whenever the will and the 


power 


* 


[ 19} : 
power of action are inclinable to good or 
evil, From whence let it be obſerved, that 
the faculties of the body never contradict 
the body, nor do the faculties of the ſoul 
contradict the ſoul; neither do the faculties 
of the evil ſpirit contradict fin; but the fa- 
culties of the Spirit of God contradict every 
thing that is evil. 

Therefore, O man, whoever thou art, aſ- 
ſure thy felf of having two inſtructors in 
thee, a true and a falſe; vice and virtue, love 
and hatred. Behold thy ſelf ſomething more 
than walking earth: fee with thy internal 
- eyes, and there behold the perception of thy 
> ſoul, and obſerve which way it inclines thee: 


. = if to good, purſue it with all thy might; but 
J i to evil, deny thy ſelf, and pray for ſtrength, 
ay and thou ſhalt proſper. | 

s From whence I conclude, 

nn A Man is ſhort -fighted, and but very frail. 
Jt f "2 Whilſt in this body; Tooketh thro' a veil, 

d {al Subject to paſſions, prone to ev'ry evil, 

d = Proceeding not from God, but from the 
N 1 ; | Devil. 

2 oF Then ceaſe doing evil, and learn to do well; 
It =  Self-denying life will ſave thy foul from 
4 & As many as walk according to this rule, 
3 * peace be on them, and mercy upon all the Iſrael 
4 1 of God. Gal, vi. 16. | 
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| BL Concerning the TRINITY. * 
0 SHE oppoſers of this doctrine, would N 
16 4 they but ſeriouſly reflect, and weigh . 
109 it in the balance of ſound judgment, looking 25 
| into themſelyes, might ſoon diſcern their A 
| | own weakneſs and indiſcretion, in rejecting * 
. and rendering fabulous that holy doctrine, 2 
that Three bear record in we > Which to hs 
| my underſtanding is as eaſy to prove, as that 
| Lam a living man. And although you think = L 


and belieye it impoſſible that three can be 
one, and one can be three, I ſhall neyerthe- © 
Jeſs prove it by ſelf-evidence to be as great a 
truth as eyer was ſpoken, provided you will 
have but patieuce. Come, Let uns make man 
in the likeneſs of our own image. Obſerve 
here the word ws, Let us make man, ſpoken 
in the plural, 27 the likeneſs of. our own image: 
and ſo made he him male and female, and 
breathed into his noſtrils, and he became a 
living foul. Now to prove that this ſoul 
hath the i image and likenets of the Trinity, 
I proceed thus : The foul has but one el- 
tence, notwithſtanding there ariſe three dif- 
ferent, faculties from it; as, firſt, Perception; 
2dly, A.will; and, zdly, The power of act- 
ing. The mind perceives, the will affects, 
and from the power of acting proceeds the 
effect, 7. e. the thing wrought, or done. The 


28 perceiving reſembles God the F ather : 
and 


h__ 
ch. 
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1 

and the will, having its affections begotten of 
the mind, reſembles the Son begotten of the 
Father: and the power of acting, proceed- 
ing from the mind and the will, reſembles 
the Holy Ghoſt proceeding from the Father 
and the Son. And as theſe three are but one 
God, ſo theſe three faculties make but one 
ſoul. So then, as the Father does nothing 
without the Son, nor the Holy Ghoſt with- 


out the Father and the Son ; ſo neither doth 
perception, the will, or the power of action, 
effect any thing aſunder, but agree in joint 
unity. Therefore we attribute to the Father 
creation, to the Son redemption, and to the 


Holy Ghoſt illumination. So again, to the 
mind we attribute perception, to the will we 
attribute affection, and to the power of action 
we attribute the effect, i. e. things wrought 


or done. But as in one Gadhead none is be- 


fore or after another; ſo neither in one ſoul 


is perception, the will, nor the | power of 


action ſeparate: for there is no ſoul but where 


theſe three exiſt, and without any one of 


which faculties the ſoul cannot be compleat. 
Suppoſe one aſk me, Who made all things? 
I anſwer, God. Who is it that redeemeth 
poor fallen man? God. And who is it that 
enlightens my underſtanding? God. Yet 
there are not three, but one God. Suppoſe 


again, one ſhould demand of me, Whereby 


I perceive? I anſwer, By my ſoul. What in 


me creates a will? My ſoul, And what is it 


2 that 


| 
| | 
1 


[422]. 
that moves tne to action? My foul. Yet 
there are not three; but one foul in me. Phi- 


hſophatd: qurta non inſtitutum dixi. No 


painter can exactly draw to the life. But 
again: 


Les h colfider the facultdes f the body, 


whether they reſemble the image and the 
liketiefs of the Trinity, which are but three: 
as, firſt, 'The body requires propagation, with- 
out which the world would ſoon be depo- 
pulated : 2dly, It requires ſuſtenance, with- 
out which it would ſoon expire: and, 3dly, 
It requires reft, without which it could not 
continue. Now who can gainſay but theſe 
three faculties reſemble the Trinity in Uni- 


ty? Propagation repreſents God, the begin- 


ner and begetter of all things. Suſtenance 
repteſents the Son, in nouriſhing both body 


| 5 fon! with temporal and ſpiritual food, 


who ſaid, I am the bread of life. And reſt 
repreſents the 'Comforter,” the Holy Ghoſt, 


which giveth that reft and peace which paſſes 


all the underftanding of men. And notwith- 


ſtanding” the body is but one mals,” yet there 


ariſe from it the aforeſaid thfee faculties, 
without any one of which it could not ex- 
iſt. What ſhall J fay more? The whole 
orbs, the heavens, the earth, and all things, 
bear record for three, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt: theſe three are one. 
The ſpirit, the water, and the blood; theſe 


thtee agree in one: to the heaven, the ſun, 
moon, 
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moon, and ſtars: to the orbs, the torrid, 
temperate, and frigid zones: to the earth, 
air, fire, and water; and their product, fleſh; 
fiſh and fowls:. and to the ſpirit of truth, il- 
lumination, juſtification, and ſanctification: 
and to the ſpirit of error, pride, deception, 
and covetouſneſs. And as to the diſpenſa- 
tion of time, one was, one is, and one is to 
come: alſo there are three principles of faith 
for every one to lay claim to, z. e. faith, hope, 
and charity; and likewiſe three different ſpe- 
cies belonging to man, i. e. a body, à ſoul, 
and a ſpirit: and the ſoul has three grand 
enemies, vig, the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil; and they repreſent one principle of er- 
ror, by which there are very few or none 
who have not at times been overtaken. So 
again on the other hand, the Spirit of truth, 
which illuminates our underſtanding, con- 
vinces and reproves us for undertaking ſuch 
undue liberties; which if we turn at, we 
ſhall anſwer the end God hath deſigned us 
for, whoſe will is our ſanctification. There- 
fore, ſeeing theſe things are ſo, Who can 
deny the exiſtence of the bleſſed and undi- 
vided Trinity? . 1 
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perception, will, and power, and cannot lie; 
who ſaid, Let us make man in the likeneſs. 
our own image, and breathed into him the 
breath of life, and be became a living ſor, 


and 


5 nn 
- God is a Spirit of a divine eſſence, full of 


holy, juſt, and good, full of perception, will, 


TW! 


and power; and gave him dominiom over al! 
things living, which is continued to him to 


this day. Therefore man's ſoul is the i image 


of God; exiſting of one eſſence, with the 
fame three diſtin& faculties, like as his Ma- 


ker, but of à lower order; cloathed with 4 
maſly body, which has alſo- its three facul- 


ties, witho t any one of which it could not 
exiſt. 
Therefore to the fotil we atfribtite percep- 
tion, a will, and the power of action. 
And to the body we attribute prolification, 
ſuſtenance; and repoſe. 


And to the 'inferhal ſpirit we aftribute 


pride, deception, and covetouſnefſs. 
And to the Holy Spirit we attribute illu- 
_ mination; juſtification; and ſanctification. 
And all theſe faculties and diſpoſitions are 
center'd in the body, and move in the mind, 
and incline it either one way or the other, 
to good or evil. Pride, deception; and co- 
vetouſneſs being inherent in us, and ingeti- 
der'd in our nature, was what made the apo- 
ſtle cry out and fav; When 1 would dv good, 
evil was preſent with' me. But the ſoul be- 
ing full of perception, and quick-ſighted, 


perceives reproof from the illuminating Spirit 
of God, and ſometimes reſiſts thoſe tempta- 
"tions; and will not give place to the devil. 


By this means a war is commenced between 
the two ſeeds in the ſoul, both contending 


which ſhall have it; and to whatever ſide 


the 
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the creature leans, he is his maſter fo hm 


he yields his members ſervants to obey, whether 
of fin unto death, or obedience unto righteouſ- 
neſs : and theſe two ſeeds of good and evil 
in the ſoul is that which makes the difference 
between men and brutes. And as there is 
but one Lord, one faith, and one baptiſm, ſo 
there is but one body and one ſpirit, ane God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all; who is.@ funff 
witneſs againſt all unrighteouſneſs, and a con- 


| ſuming fire to burn up fin and wickedneſs: 


and in this the great God demonttrates his 


a. 


love, to reſtore poor loſt. fallen man from 


his lapſed conditio. 


4 
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C qc. fort at: 
Of the Sin againſs 3he Holy G. | 

O know this requires no great learning 

or ſtudy; eyery child, in Chrift can 
eaſily diſcover it: for all manner. of fins done 
wilfully and wittingly are fins. againſt the 
Holy Spirit; and ſome of them are as fol- 


lows. 1. To envy our neighbour's happi- 


neſs. 2. To impugn the... kgown. truth. 
3. Deſperation. ._ 4. Impenitency, g. Ob- 
ſtinacy, 6... Preſumptionz &c......Al theſe 


and many others done obſtinately and.wilfyl- 
ly againſt conviction are fins againſt- the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt,.. but not blaſpheming againſt it. 
Here I think it but reaſonable to enquire 


what the Holy Ghoſt is; then we ſhall he 


the 


; 1-20 | 


the better able to judge when we commit 


any fin againſt him, 

The apoſtles are very clear in explaining 
him, telling us it is the grace of God which 
brings ſalvation, and hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us, that, denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly [jrs, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, 
and godly in tbis preſent world, Here ob- 
ſerve his commiſſion, A TrACHER. Then 
in another place he is called tbe Comforter, 
the Spirit of truth, who ſhall abide with you 


for ever. And again he is called the light of 


the world, a r. þrover of fin, the unction from 
the Hily One, the anointing which teacheth 
you all things, and is truth, and no lie; and 
as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide i in him. 
Ang this Holy Ghoſt is ſtyled a ng to go- 
vern us, a prieſi to teach us, a Prophet to 
forewarn us, a phy/ician to heal us, a biſhop 
to overſee his flock, and a ſpepberd that takes 
carc of his ſheep. "He is allo repreſented as 
2 tree of 7 a well of living water, and a 
fountain that can. never be drain'd dry. In 
ſhort, he is the true baptiſm, and the bap- 
tizer himſelf; the real bread of life, 5 
wine of the kingdom; the great remem- 
brancer, which ſheweth us all things that 
ever we did. Theſe and many more are the 
attributes of the Holy Ghoſt, which if we 
blaſpheme againſt, we ſhall not be forgiven 
In this world, neither in the world to come. 
And this the 7 ers were guilty of, when 


they 
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they gave the lie to ſelf-evident conviction in 
their own conſciences, maliciouſly ſaying, 
This fellow doth not caſt out devils, but by 
Belzebub the prince of devils; when at the 
ſame time they knew in their own hearts it 
was done by the power of God And this 
is the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
no other. 1 LED 1 

But let us enquire how Chriſtians can be 
guilty of this blaſphemy. All manner of fins 


' ſhall be forgiven unto men, and blaſphemies, 


wherewith ſoever they ſhall blaſpheme ; but the 
blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghojt hath never 


forgiveneſs, Mark iii. 28. Here obſerve, It 


was the Jews vilified and defamed his out- 


ward perſon, calling him Belgebub, the prince 


of devils : but the nominal Chriſtians abuſe 
him in his power and ſpiritual appearance; 
and ſay they believe there is no ſach thing 
as a devil, but the devil in their conſcience. 
But the truth is, the devil never diſturbs any 


man's conſcience ; for if Satan riſe up againſt 


Satan, it would be a houſe divided againſt 
itſelf, and impoſſible it ſhould ſtand. Be- 
ſides, it is contrary to common ſenſe to think 
ſo; becauſe things that are of the fame kind 
and nature never contradict one another, Sa- 
tan never diſquiets the mind or conſcience of 


any man; but rather ſooths andgulls people 


into a carnal ſecurity, and puffs them up in 
all external pomps and pleaſures. Therefore 
to call that loving benevolent reprover, the 


E 2 Holy 


[28 ] 
Holy Ghoſt in us, the devil, is the blaf- 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Let it be 
committed. by whom it will, either by Turks, 
Fews, Infidels, or Chriſtians, it is all one; 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt is ſhed abroad into 
every one's heart, and the Goſpel was preach- 
ed to every creature under heaven. Although 
they know it not, nevertheleſs it is the power 


of God unto ſalvation, to all them that believe 


and obey it; a. meaſure or manifeſtation of 
which 1s given to every man to profit withal, 


Coloſſ. i. 23. 1 Cor. xii; 7. Therefore that 


none may plead ignorance. of knowing the 
Spirit, it is that which convicts us for - fin, 
and reproves us for vile words and actions, 
which we ought to turn from; becauſe it is 
the great love of God manifeſted to the ſouls 
of men, in order to put them in a capacity 
of working out their own ſalvation : for God 
is clear of the blood of all men, by putting 
it in their power to chuſe or refuſe, whether 
to do good, or whether to do evil. 

And now to conclude: Were theſe fore- 
going principles inculcated into the minds of 
all people from their infancy, and put in 
practice by the king and government, fathers 
and miniſters of the church, and by the 
the heads of all families, guardians, teachers, 
and tutors of children, we ſhould have bet- 
ter times. Every one being directed to the 
gift of God in themſelves, the monitor, 
(conviction) could not miſs of knowing their 

duty, 


[ 29 ] 
duty, when they did right, and when wrong: 
by which means wicked people, perceiving 
their own wickedneſs, may repent and fall 
off from their abominable practices, and fo 
become converts to the true Chriſtian reli- 


no more nor lefs, than to obey the Divine 
Spirit in themſelves; for it is of fo holy and 
divine a diſpoſition in us, that it never con- 
ſents to any thing that is evil, but reproves 
us for it. And ſuch a people you have a- 


who neither trouble Judge nor Jury, New- 


and converſation amongſt men, doing unto 
all men as they would willingly be done un- 
to. If this was the caſe of every one, we 
ſhould have no robberies, thefts, nor mur- 
ders committed, neither any malicious Iaw- 


18 > Afuits carried on: for fin is the cauſe of all 
er FE theſe abominations; and unleſs the cauſe (fin) 


be taken away, the effect will never ceaſe: 
e- and there is no way to take ſin away, but by 
of a ſelf-denying life; that is, to eye the light 
in within, the ſeed of the woman, Chriſt Feſus, 
rs and not to commit the like ſin any more. 
ne And this is that way and power whereby we 
85 ſhall be able to bruiſe the ſerpent's Head, 
t= and by no other power under heaven: for 
1e the ſeed of the ſerpent is inherent in us, and 
r, ingender'd in our nature; and if it were not 
ir ſo, men could not ſin at all. Therefore we 


gion; which Chriſtian religion is no other, 


mongſt you now (if you can find them out) 


gate nor Tyburn, but are of exemplary lives 


3 muſt 
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„ 
muſt apply to the great Phyſician of value, 


whoſe advice is, Pray and abſtain; and he 
will caſt him out, and heal us of all our ma- 


ladies, 


Upon the whole, theſe principles imbibed 
and inculcated are real religion ; and nothing 


is more certain, than that a poſſeſſion of good 


religion maketh a good people. And al- 


though there are ſo many ſects of different 
opinions amongſt men, yet in fact there is 
but one 125 real religion and they are not 


the profeſſors, but thoſe who have it in Pr” 


ſeſſion; and ſuch are they who are led, 
verned, and guided by the Spirit of God i in 
their own hearts; who work as it illumi- 


nates, and obey as it opens their underſtand- 


ing. Theſe are the men who ſcorn to do 
an ill thing, but worſhip and adore, bow, 


and in awful reverence ſubmit to his inward 


teachings. Theſe are the w/e virgins, and 
true worſhippers of God, who have % in 
their lamps, and are led by the holy unction 
into obedience to all its requirings. Theſe 
are the wzſe builders, and truly religious, 
who dig deep, and lay their foundation upon 
@ rock, and that rock is Chriſt. Theſe can- 
not rob, thieve, or ſteal, get drunk, ſwear 
and curſe, perjure themſelves, and blaſpheme 
againſt God; they cannot cozen, cheat, and 
trick; are no extortioners, no ſlanderers, nor 
backbiters; but do unto all as they would be 


done unto, They are no whoremongers, nor 
adul- 
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adulterers, but quite the reverſe; haters of 
all abominable practices, having put off the 


old man of ſin and corruption, and in his 


room put on the new man Chri/f Jeſus, who 


is all in all to the true believers, created anew 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, making ſaints 
of ſinners regenerated by grace: for it is 6: 
grace we are ſaved through faith ; it 1s the 


gift of God, and not of ourſebves, Eph. ii. 8. 


Therefore obedience to grace is the work 
required of man, and to ſubmit to it is the 
work of righteouſneſs : for grace is given to 
reſiſt the devil by a ſelf. denying life, not to 
act nor to ſpeak any thing that is baſe or 
vile. And theſe are the works, worſhip, 
and real religion, that will render us, accept- 
able to God, when all tranſitory enjoyments 
fade away, and come to an end. 


o 


©" —— — 
— — — ¶— 
I f 
— — — 1 2 


. rotating, ro ——ů ů — 2 


— ” 
_— — 


— 


— 


— —— 


